
                         The T-RF RE  Progression F2 – Yr 6                

 

 
 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Thinking 
about 
religions 
and belief 

• Listen to 
religious, spiritual 
and moral stories 
and other forms 
of religious 
expression 

 

Know that people 
have different beliefs 
and traditions that 
effect their life. 

 

Answer and asks 
why questions 
about the text that 
has been read to 
them.  
 
Engages with 
nonfiction books 
and applies new 

vocabulary. 

• Recall features of 
religious, spiritual 
and moral stories 
and other forms of 
religious 
expression. 

• Recognise and 
name Christian 
beliefs and 
practices. 

• Retell religious, 
spiritual and moral 
stories, sources of 
wisdom or sacred texts 
they come from. 

• Identify how religion 
and belief is expressed 
in different ways and 
find out the meanings 
behind them. 

• Identify similarities 
and differences in 
features of 
religions and 
beliefs. Specific 
comparison of 
Judaism and 
Christianity. 

• Comment on 
connections 
between questions, 
beliefs, values and 
practices. 

• Identify the 
impacts of beliefs 
and practices on 
people’s lives. 

• Identify 
similarities and 
differences 
between 
religions and 
beliefs. 

• Comment on 
connections between 
questions, beliefs, 
values and practices. 

• Describe the impact 
of beliefs and 
practices on 
individuals, groups 
and communities. 

• Describe 
similarities and 
differences within 
and between 
religions and 
beliefs. 

• Explain 
connections 
between 
questions, 
beliefs, values 
and practices in 
different belief 
systems. 

• Recognise and 
explain the 
impact of 
beliefs and 
ultimate 
questions on 
individuals and 
communities. 

• Explain how 
and why 
differences in 
beliefs are 
expressed. 

• Use religious and 
philosophical 
terminology and 
concepts to explain 
religions, beliefs 
and value systems. 

• Explain some of 
the challenges 
offered by the 
variety of religions 
and beliefs in the 
contemporary 
world. 

• Explain the 
reasons for, and 
effects of, diversity 
within and between 
religions, beliefs 
and cultures. 



 

 Reception F2  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

• Enqui
ring, 
Investi
gating 
and 
interpr
eting 
•  

• Show interest in 
the world around 
them. 

 

• Ask questions 
about the world 
around them. 

• Identify 
what they 
find 
interesting and 
puzzling in 
life. 

• Recognise 
symbols and 
other forms of 
religious 
expression. 

• Recognise that 
some questions 
about life are 
difficult to 
answer. 

• Ask 
questions 
about their 
own and 
others’ 
feelings and 
experiences. 

• Identify 
possible 
meanings for 
symbols and 
other forms of 
religious 
expression. 

• Investigate and 
connect features of 
religions and beliefs. 

• Ask significant 
questions about 
religions and 
beliefs. 

• Describe and 
suggest meanings 
for symbols and 
other forms of 
religious 
expression. 

• Gather, select, 
and organise 
ideas about 
religion and 
belief. 
• Suggest answers 
to some 
questions raised 
by the study of 
religions and 
beliefs. 
• Suggest 
meanings for a 
range of forms of 
religious 
expression, using 
appropriate 
vocabulary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Suggest lines of 
enquiry to address 
questions raised by 
the study of 
religions and 
beliefs. 

• Suggest answers 
to questions raised 
by the study of 
religions and 
beliefs, using 
relevant sources 
and evidence 

• Recognise and 
explain diversity 
within. religious 
expression, using 

appropriate 

concepts. 

• Identify the influences 
on, and distinguish 
between, different 
viewpoints within 
religions and beliefs. 

• Interpret religions and 
beliefs from different 
perspectives. 

• Interpret the 
significance and impact 
of different forms of 
religious and spiritual 
expression. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



•  • Reception F2  • Year 1 • Year 2 • Year 3 • Year 4 • Year 5 • Year 6 

Beliefs 
and 
teaching
s (what 
people 
believe 

Listen to religious 
stories and know 
there is a link 
between stories 
and 
festivals.stories. 

Recount outlines 
of some religious  

Retell religious 
stories and 
identify some 
religious beliefs 
and teachings 

Describe some 
religious beliefs 
and teachings of 

religions studied, and 

their importance 

Describe the 
key beliefs and 
teachings of 
the 
religions studied 
connecting them 
accurately with 
other features of 
the religions 
making some 
comparisons 

between religions, 

Explain how some 
beliefs and 
teachings are 

shared by different 

religions and how 

they make a 

difference to the 

lives of individuals 

and communities. 

Make comparisons 
between the key beliefs, 
teachings 

and practices of 
the Christian faith and 
other faiths studied, using 
a wide range of 
appropriate language and 

vocabulary. 



 

 Reception F2  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Practices and 
lifestyles 
(what people 
do) 

Find out about 

occupations 

and ways of 

life. 

Recognise 
features of 
religious life 
and practice. 

Identify some 
religious 
practices, and 
know that 
some are 
characteristic of 
more than one 
religion. 

Describe how 
some features of 
religions studied 
are used or 
exemplified in 
festivals and 
practices. 

Show understanding of 
the ways of belonging 
to religions and what 
these involve. 

Explain how 
selected features 
of religious life and 
practice make a 
difference to the 
lives of individuals 
and communities. 

Explain in detail the 
significance of Christian 
practices, and those of 
other faiths studied, to 
the lives of individuals 
and communities. 



 

 

 Reception F2  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Expressio
n and 
language 
(how 
people 
express 
themselv
es) 

 
 
 

Recognise some 
religious symbols 
and words. 

 

Take an interest in 
and comment on 
unknown objects. 

Recognise some 
religious symbols 
and words. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggest meanings 
in religious 
symbols, language 
and stories. 

 
 
 
 
 

Make links between 
religious symbols, 
language and stories 
and the beliefs or 
ideas that underlie 
them. 

 
 
 

Show, using technical 
terminology, how 
religious beliefs, ideas 
and feelings can be 
expressed in a variety 
of forms, giving 
meanings for some 
symbols, stories and 
language. 

Explain how some 
forms of religious 
expression are 
used differently by 
individuals and 
communities. 

 
 

Compare the 
different ways in 
which people of 
faith communities 
express their faith. 

 
 
 

 Reception F2  
 

Year 1 
 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Identity 
and 
experienc
e 
(making 
sense of 
life 

Identify some 
aspects of own 
experience and 
feelings, in 
religious material 
studied. 

 

Celebrates and 
comments on 
visual 

Differences 
between 
themselves and 
their 

peers. 

Identify 
aspects of own 
experience and 
feelings, in 
religious 
material 
studied. 

Respond 
sensitively to the 
experiences and 
feelings of others, 
including those 
with a faith. 

Compare aspects of 
their own 
experiences and 
those of others, 
identifying what 
influences their lives. 

Ask questions about 
the significant 
experiences of key 
figures from religions 
studied and suggest 
answers from own 
and others' 
experiences, including 
believers. 

Make informed 
responses to 
questions of 
identity and 
experience in the 
light of their 
learning. 

Discuss and 
express their views 
on some 
fundamental 
questions of 
identity, meaning, 
purpose and 
morality related to 
Christianity and 
other faiths. 



 

 Reception F2  
 

Year 1 
 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Meaning 
and 
purpose 
(making 
sense of 
who we 
are) 

Identify things 
they find 
interesting or 
puzzling. 

Identify 
things they 
find 
interesting or 
puzzling, in 
religious 
materials 
studied. 

Realise that 
some questions 
that cause 
people to 
wonder are 
difficult to 
answer. 

Compare 
their own 
and other 
people's 
ideas about 
questions 
that are 
difficult to 
answer. 

Ask questions about 
puzzling aspects of 
life and experiences 
and suggest answers, 
making reference to 
the teaching of 
religions studied. 

Make informed 
responses to questions 
of meaning and 
purpose in the light of 
their learning. 

Express their views on some 
fundamental questions of 
identity, meaning, purpose 
and morality related to 
Christianity and other faiths. 

 Reception F2  
 

Year 1 
 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Values 
and 
commit
ments 
(making 
sense of 
right and 
wrong) 

Identify what is 
of value and 
concerns to 
themselves. 

Identify 
what is of 
value and 
concern to 
themselves, 
in religious 
material 
studied. 

Respond 
sensitively to the 
values and 
concerns of 
others, including 
those with a 
faith, in relation 
to matters of 
right and wrong. 

Make links 
between 
values and 
commitment
s, including 
religious 
ones, and 
their own 
attitudes or 
behaviour. 

Ask questions about 
matters of right and 
wrong and suggest 
answers that show 
understanding of 
moral and religious 
issues. 

Make informed 
responses to people's 
values and 
commitments (including 
religious ones) in the 
light of their learning. 

Make informed responses 
to people's values and 
commitments (including 
religious ones) in the light 
of their learning They will 
use different techniques to 
ref. 



                                     The T-RF RE Curriculum               

  
 

Key vocabulary and core concepts 

This table shows how learning across the age groups develops the language in particular religions. 
 

  Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

  Curiosity + 
experience 

Exploring and discovering Knowing and understanding Understanding and 
connecting 

General 

language 
or 

religious 

study 

 Religion 
Special books 
Special places 
Special stories 
Prayer 

Religion, celebration, festival, 
symbol, thankful, faith, belief, 
wise sayings, rules for living, co- 
operation, belonging, worship, 
holiness, sacred, creation story. 

Religion, spiritual, commitment, 
values, prayer, pilgrim, 
pilgrimage, ritual, symbol, 
community, worship, devotion, 
belief, life after death, destiny, 
soul, inspiration, role-model. 

Religion, harmony, respect, 
justice, faith, inter-faith, 
tolerance, moral values, 
religious plurality, moral 
codes, holiness, spiritual, 
inspiration, vision, symbol, 
community, commitment, 
values, sources of wisdom, 
spiritual, Golden Rule, charity, 
place or worship, sacred text, 
devotion, prayer, worship, 
compassion. 

Christia
nity 

 Christmas 
Bible 
Church 
Jesus 

Christian, God, Creator, 
Christmas, Easter, Jesus, church, 
altar, font, Bible, gospel. 

Christian, Christmas, Easter, 
Pentecost, Harvest Festival, 
Messiah, liturgy, church, Gospel, 
Jesus, Holy, Spirit God the 
Creator, Trinity, Heaven. 

Chrisitian, Jesus, Bible, Gospel, 
Letters of Saint Paul, Trinity, 
Incarnation, Holy Spirit, 
resurrection, Christmas, Easter, 
Pentecost, Eucharist, agape. 

Judaism  Moses 
Torah 
Synagogue 

Jewish, synagogue, Torah, bimah, 
Hanukkah, Ark, Judaism, 
Shabbat. 

Jewish, Judaism, Moses, Exodus, 
Law-giver, Ten Commandments, 
Star of David, Passover/Pessach, 
Shabbat. 

Judaism, Jewish, Torah, 
Shabbat, Pesach, Hanukkah, 
Ten Commandments, 
persecution, prejudice, Beth 
Shalom, remembrance. 



 

Islam  Allah, Prohphet 
Muhammad, 
Qur’an, Mosque 

Muslim, Islam, Allah, Prophet, 
mosque, Eid, Qur’an, moon and 
star. 

Muslim, Islam, Allah, Prophet, 
mosque, Qur’an, moon and star, 
paradise. 

Muslim, Allah, Prophet hood, 
Ummah, 5 pillars, Prophet 
Muhammad, Iman (faith), akhlaq 
(character or moral conduct), 
Qur’an, Hadith, 
Mosque, Hajj. 

Hindu   Hindu, mandir, murtis, gods and 
goddesses, Divali, Aim. 

Hindu, ahimsa, karma, dharma, 
murtis, Brahman, 
mandir, gods and goddesses, 
shrines, Mahatma. 

Non- 
religiou

s 

worldvi

ews 

 Non-religious Humanist, Golden Rule, non- 
religious. 

Humanist, Golden Rule, non- 
religious, spiritual but not religious, 
atheist. 

Atheist, agnostic, Humanist, 
rationalist, Golden Rule, ‘spiritual 
but not religious’. 



 


