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PRINCIPLES 

 

Children will sometimes count objects more than once or miss an object out that 
needs to be counted. Encourage children to line up objects and touch each one as 
they count saying one number name per object. This will also help to avoid children 
counting more quickly than they touch the objects which again shows they have not 
grasped one-one correspondence. 

 

Children need to know all the number names for the amount in the group they a re 
counting. Teachers can therefore encourage children to count aloud to larger 
numbers without expecting them to count that number of objects immediately. 

 

In order to grasp this principle, children need to understand the one-one and stable-
order principle. After counting a group of objects and asking ‘how many?’, children 
should be able to recall the final number they said. Children who have not grasped 
this principle will recount the whole group again. 

 

When starting to count, many children rely on touching the objects in order to count 
accurately. Teachers can encourage abstraction on a daily basis by counting claps or 
clicks. They can also count imaginary objects in their head to encourage counting on, 
this involves the children visualising objects . 

 

Encourage children to count objects, left to right, right to left, top to bottom and 
bottom to top. Once children have counted a group, move the objects and ask 
children how many there are, if they count them all again they have not fully 
grasped this principle. 
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 F2 Autumn Overview 
 

 F2 Autumn Representations 
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Autumn Scheme of work  
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 F2 Spring Overview 
 

 F2 Spring Representations  
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 F2 Spring Scheme of Work  
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 F2 Summer Overview   
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 F2 Summer Representations   
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 F2 Summer Scheme of Work    
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